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"“one of the most exciting young musicians on the planet, with a knack for making addictive, pop-leaning records that seamlessly blend the sounds of R&B, funk, soul, and hip-hop.”  
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Hey, Omar. What's going on in your world today?
Dude, 1 just posted the artwork for “Tamagotchi,” my song with Pharrell and Chad (Hugo]. T

literally just did that and drank some coffee, so I'm feeling amazing.

How did you link up with Pharrell and Chad?

1 flew out to Miami to work with Pharrell, and when I pulled up, he was super sweet and very
polite. There were other sessions happening in the house, so he came back later to hear what I
made to his beat, and he just loved it so much. He got everyone and brought them upstairs to
hear it. PushaT was there, and everybody was just like, “Yo, this is crazy. You got to listen to this

shit” (Laughs.] And 1 was surprised that he liked it. That wasn't “Tamagotchi though. That was
another song, because after that first day, he was like, “How long are you staying? You've got to
stay longer” So I extended my flight and we made like four more songs after that, including

‘Tamagotchi

How did “Tamagotchi” come together?

Tjust came in like how I did every morning. He was working with somebody else, but he came to

grab me as soon as I walked in. He was like, “Yo, I got this beat for you. They're going to load it up
right now:” I think he made it the night before, or maybe even that morning. So I went upstairs
and started recording right away. That was the fourth song we made, and it was the last day before
1left.
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“Dropping songs is exhilarating. Dude, I’'m glued to my phone
when the songs come out. I'm looking at every single tweet.”

What about “Tamagotchi” made you like it enough to put it out as a single for Ivory?
Tjust love the “Tamagotchi” concept. In my head, T saw the video, and T was like, “Oh this is
perfect for the album? The other songs [with Pharrell] are living places, too, but T thought

“Tamagotchi” was right for this project in particular.

What did you learn from working with Pharrell and Chad?

Tjust learned to trust my instincts more. I was watching Pharrell and Chad make beats, and T saw
how much they're just like, “Yeah, that’s it. Boom, boom, boom. I¢s just like, “All right, that's the
song” right away. I learned to let the energy be more of a flow, as opposed to overthinking
everything. I leamed to make it more abou the feeling [of the music]. That's something I always
did before, but down the line, you get  little cloudy, because you have other people’s opinions
around, saying this and that. But you have to show up and be present, and not be in your head

when you're making music.

Did Pharrell give you any specific advice that stuck with you?

He gave me very specific advice. I played him my whole album, and we were talking for so long. It

was crazy, man. I didn't even sleep that night. It was nuts.
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A debut album is a big moment for any artist. Did you have a vision for Ivory before you
started?

I tried to have songs like “Tamagotchi” and “No Good Reason,” and songs like “Petrified” and
“Personally; that are in totally different worlds, but on the same project. T really wanted to show
all sides of myself, so I can listen to the album and be like, “Oh yeah, this is me." I want to feel

satisfied, like T didn't miss out on something. It’s all there.

What did you learn while making this album?

The album taught me so much more than I could have ever imagined, because now I'm like, “Oh,
I'm just getting started. This is just the beginning It feels literally like the beginning for me right
now, because I didn't stop making music. I'm already making more shit. Twas in the sudio last

night until 3 am. It don't stop. It just really made me want to make more albums.

Did you have any turning points while making fvory? Was there a moment when everything
started clicking into place and you realized what the album was going to become?

There was. There was a point in time where I had a whole other album. The only songs on that
album [that ended up on Ivory] were “Bad Life” and “Waiting On You” Oh, and “Mr. Neighbor”
Then T had these other 13 songs that T ended up scrapping.

Tjust separated myself for a couple weeks at a time after scrapping the other album. Id rent a
house and work out of it for whatever amount of time I needed. T kept doing that for three
months until 1 made a whole new album, which is what you're hearing now. I did the whole thing
with [producer] Carter Lang, besides the Neptunes song and “Evergreen” He was there throughout
the whole process and he was super down when I was like, “Yo, I'm going to make a new album.”

He was like, “Alright, bet. Let's do it”

It was definitely a decision I had to make and stick to it. T had to have the assertiveness to tell
everyone, which was weird. Then I had to cancel my tour, because in order to make the rest of the
album, T had to create time. I wanted to finish it in time to drop it right before Coachella. So that

was the tuming point, honestly, knowing that I had to tour again but didn't have the music yet.

Throughout the album, you switch between English and Spanish really seamlessly. Did it take a
while to perfect that?

Definitely. It was weird, because I had more confidence singing in English, because I was
educated in English. All the slang and shit is English. The Spanish that T leaned was from my
parents, so it's not like the young Spanish—it’s the older generation Spanish. My parents didn’t
curse, so Twasn't really exposed to that, and T had to figure that out on my own, through movies

and going to Mexico.

[went to Mexico a lot for this album. T wanted to throw myself into it, 50 T could learn the
language as fluently as I do English. It a lot easier for me to break things down in English, when
it comes to being complex with the writing, and all that stuff. ' taken a lot of practice. T have
some people who T only talk to in Spanish, and I told my parents not to talk to me in English

anymore.
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“My fans treat me like a deadbeat cousin. [Laughs.] It's crazy.
They’ll see me and they’ll flick me off, and I'm like, “Yo!” It's funny.
The humor is the same. It’s sick.”

How do you decide which lyrics to write in English, and which ones to write in Spanish?

On “Tamagotchi, it just kind of came out like that. T didn't really think about it. On “Killing Me.” it
was the same thing. Tt kind of just happened. In the past, it was more of a decision, but now it's
just a feeling. When T hear a word in English or Spanish, it inspires me to write. So if T get that

word, whatever language is, then Tl throw it in.

Why is it important for you to sing in both languages?

In my everyday life, T speak more English than Spanish, but I speak both. And honestly, once T
started touring, T was seeing all these Latino people at the shows, telling me, “Please make more
songs in Spanish.” Even my parents are like, “Please make more songs in Spanish for us.” Because
they don't understand what I'm saying, usually. When T play “Frio” at my shows, it’s the loudest

song, so 'm like, “Oh, T've got to just keep doing this”

Irealized that a lot of people in the United States are first-generation Latinos, and they just want
to feel relatable. I knew that my Mexican friends in Indiana were also all first-generation, and we
had so many cultural things that our families would do together. And it’ really important,

because we're not in Mexico. We're in America. So it’s important to bring those tradiions over and

have a mix of cultures.
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The first time we spoke was back in 2017, and you were telling me about “Brakelights,” which
was inspired by your shitty car that was always breaking down on the highway. Do you think
back on those days often and process how far you've come?

I don't really. T don't know why, but I don't think about the past that much. Just because I used to
get stuck in it, so 'm focused on moving forward now. But I do remember that, and that's funny.

[Laughs. ] Tm just like, “Well, T'm not driving a shitty car now, so its all good” (Laughs./

Iremember you always used to post about Jimmy Fallon on Instagram back in those early days.
Tt was like an inside joke. And now you've performed on Jimmy Fallon’s show two times in the
last year. What was that experience like?

Twas super excited. The second time I went, I actually got to go and meet him, and he was talking
to us for a long time. He was talking to us for like 25 minutes after the show, and we were just
chopping it up. He was telling us all these cool stories, and I was just like, “Damn” It really hit me,
like, “Man, that's tight that he knows who T am now?” It’s cool. It was like an inside joke thing, but
T'm a fan. Tm a big fan. So T'm just like, “Yo, this is so sick” Me and my guitar player really like one
of his songs that he made—one of his comedy songs that Mark Ronson produced. So we brought
that up to him, and we were singing it to him. He was just like, “Yo, you know that shit?”

[Laughs.] Te was hella cool. That was a full-circle moment for sure.

Do you believe in manifestation and putting shit out in the world so it comes true?
Yeah. It happens every day in different ways. Absolutely. And you've go to be careful, if you think
about it, because you could manifest some shit that you don't want to happen. But yeah, it’s really

crazy, because I definitely believe in that shit. Its 100 percent real.

“I'm already making more sh*t. | was in the studio last night un
a.m. It don’t stop. It just really made me want to make more
albums.”

How would you describe your headspace lately?

I'm just focused right now. I'm shooting a video today, and I've got to go to rehearsals in two
minutes. So it just rehearsal, studio, video, press. I'm just being focused and trying to go to the
gym, trying to eat healthy, and get ready for the road. I'm doing vocal warmups, trying to be

prepared.

What can fans expect from you on tour? What will the shows be like?
They can expect some silhouettes. They can expect some drama, some styling, some visuals.... T

don't wan to give away too much, but it’s pu together. Just know that.

‘What's your favorite song right now?
Let me check. Probably “Saving All My Love For You” by Whitney Houston. That's been my song
for the past three days.
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‘What song are you most excited to perform on tour?
“Petrified” And “En El Olvido,” because T sound really good on it. It's really in my key. It feels good

after you perform. You're like, “Oh yeah, 1 did that” [Laughs.]

When you think about the next few months, what are you the most excited about?
Putting out this album. The day it comes out is better than your birthday. It’s crazy. Dropping
songs is exhilarating. Dude, 'm glued to my phone when the songs come out. I'm looking at every

single tweet. I'm looking at everything.

And I can't wait to see all the fans again [on tour). I¢s been so long. That shit was fun, man. I was
on the road for two years before the shit went crazy, so I was used to that life. 1 was like, “Yeah,
this is my life now” T was like, “V'm outside. I'm traveling, I'm exploring."I like doing that shit,

That shit inspires me a lot.

Yeah, I can tell you have a really close bond with your fans.

It feels like they're all my cousins. It like, “Oh, Omar. What's up? And they treat me like a
deadbeat cousin. [Laughs.]I¢'s crazy. They Il see me and they'll flick me off, and 'm like, “Yo!"
[Laughs.]I¢s funny. The humor s the same. Its sick.
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How Omar Apollo Became One of
Pop’s Most Exciting New Stars
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In the summer of 2017, Omar Apollo was recording songs in his Indiana bedroom and driving

around in an old car that kept breaking down on the highway,

One of those songs was “Brakelights;” a soulful ode to his shitty car and its malfunctioning lights.

At the time, T intervi Apollo about the track, and even in our brief exchange, the nonchalant

charm that would later propel him to stardom was apparent. I distinctly remember him telling our
readers, I hope you guys can play my music on the way home from work to watch your favorite

Netflix original”

Five years later, Omar Apollo and I caught up again, this time to discuss his debut album Ivory. In
the half-decade gap between conversations, Apollo has glowed up considerably. Today, he’s one of
the most exciting young musicians on the planet, with a knack for making addictive, pop-leaning
records that seamlessly blend the sounds of R&E, funk, soul, and hip-hop. And after signing a deal
with Warner Records, he swapped out his old car for a new ride that doesn't break down on the

freeway anymore.

The Ivory era began with “Invincible,” a Daniel Caesar-assisted lead single in which Apollo
floats addictive falsetto vocals over bluesy guitars, before reminding us of his sneaky ability to
deliver melodic rap flows. After that, he dropped “Killing Me” and “Tamagotchi the latcer of
which is a Neptunes-produced banger that has already drawn breathless praise from artists like

Tyler, the Creator and Aminé.

J Omar Apollo - Tamagotchi (Official Video) (Y lad

Watch Jater  Share

Watch on (€8 YouTube
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The 16-track debut album finally dropped on April 8, representing a milestone that Apollo has
been chinking about for years. He's a big believer in manifestation, and his current status as a
burgeoning pop star has been a long time coming. (1 use the term “pop” loosely, because his
genre-bending style doesn't fic neatly within any specific categorization.) In the early days of his
career, he had a habit of posting photos of Jimmy Fallon to his Instagram page, which
foreshadowed his own future successes. Apollo’s lighthearted obsession with the late-night TV
host was an inside joke with his fans, but when he ended up performing on Fallon's show twice
within the past year, it represented a full-circle moment. Many of Apollo's dreams have already
come true, but based on the fact that he was in the studio until 3 a.m. the night before our

interview, he’s still working hard to achieve new ones.

Apollo's ascent isn't the result of a viral gimmick, a TikTok challenge, or even a breakout smash
single. The Tyler and Pharrell co-signs didn't come because he’s riding a hot trend. Since those
days in Idaho, writing songs about his beat-up car and hanging out with his friends, hes been

focused on making timeless music, and now its paying off.

When 1 finally caught up with Omar Apollo over the phone, it was the afternoon of March 21, just
a few short minutes after he posted the announcement for “Tamagotchi” on Instagram. After
laughing and giving me shit for the “Scam Likely” message that my audio recording app delivered
on his phone, Apollo spoke about the making of Ivory, the hilarious relationship he has with his
fans, which rappers influenced the album, and much more. The interview, lightly edited for

clarity, is below.




