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If Baltimore has an 03 Greedo, it’s Shordie Shordie. You hear it in the rawness
of the emotion and the vulnerability therein, the unhinged and off-key
crooning in songs that revolve around drug-addled trysts. Both have a
predilection for beats with sentimental keys punctuated by drums that hit like
a battering-ram. There’s also the similarity of their cadences. Speedy and

rhythmic runs crescendo in pained howls.

Highlighting these similarities isn’t a knock. If you had a dollar for every Young
Thug clone, you could Postmates all meals until the pandemic ends. Some of
them are successful and talented, sanding down Thug’s idiosyncrasies until
their fit for polished radio hits. Fortunately, Shordie is as eccentric as Greedo
without sounding like him entirely. Greedo has more bass in his voice and
pushes the auto-tune like Wayne circa Tha Carter II1. Shordie’s voice is smoky
and higher pitched. Sometimes, like on “Voice Mail,” he sounds like he’s trying
to whisper his words down the length of a Black & Mild. Also, given Greedo’s
prolificacy, some of his releases can be uneven. Thus far, Shordie hasn’t

dropped a dud.
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The former frontman of disbanded rap trio Peso Da Mafia, Shordie released his
first solo project in 2018, the tight nine-track Captain Hook. This year’s >Music is
four songs longer but doesn’t sag under the weight of the extended runtime.
“Fucc Friends,” one of the project’s singles, is arguably his best song since
Captain Hook’s “Bitchuary.” Shordie rides the murky, emotionally turbulent
waters of a friends-with-benefits situationship. He wants to be closer, but his
feelings might not be reciprocated. Heart in hand, Shordie croons a catchy and
honest hook over maudlin R&B keys and crushing 808s. Does it sound like

Greedo? Definitely. Is it good? It’s great.
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Blue Chips: April 2020 in New Hip-Hop

Our monthly report on new hip hop

Max Bell // April 24, 2020
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Blue Chips is a monthly rap column that doubles as a scouting report. Each month, SPIN
selects a new starting five, a group of rappers who could be Rookie of the Year candidates
turned Hall-of-Famers or forgettable flashes in the pan. Only the passing seasons (and the

number of streams) will tell. To read previous columns, click here.
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Shordie Shordie - “Fucc Friends”




