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Viral teenage hitmakers have become the new normal in rap, and this shouty Parkway Village upstart joined those
ranks proudly with the 2019’s breakout hit Shotta Flow. That piano creep of a single led later that year to
Cottonwood, a punchy EP named for the street he grew up on. He continues to thrive on collaborative tracks with

young contemporaries like Roddy Ricch and Polo G, yet still finds time to pay homage to those who came before

on the referential Camelot beat.
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A Guide to Memphis Rap’s
New Wave
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The roots of the modern rap are in Tennessee. Artists like Big Moochie Grape, NLE Choppa
and Duke Deuce are leading the new era.

Words: Gary Suarez
24th April 2020
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For decades, hip-hop seemed a story of two coasts. But while New York and Los Angeles dominated the
conversation on a national level well into the 1990s, that narrow vantage point overlooked the regional

rap scenes in other American cities like Houston and Miami.

The apparent industry bias and media ignorance of rap movements happening below the Mason-Dixon
line made for insular communities and subcultures — ones that only in the digital era have begun to receive

the international recognition due to them.

But with respect to all of the locales that helped make hip-hop what it is today, Memphis’s scene might

have been the most influential on the genre’s modern landscape.

Early *90s breakouts like Gangsta Pat and pioneers 8Ball and MJG gave local Memphis listeners some
hometown heroes to get behind, and their impact stretched beyond the city limits via regional concert
tours and independent record stores to help establish Southern rap’s identity. But Memphis’ most famous

rap export is Three 6 Mafia, founded by DJ Paul and Juicy J.

In their early years, Three 6 Mafia and Memphis peers like Tommy Wright III pioneered a dark, lo-fi
sound that sparked the horrorcore subgenre. This gothic aesthetic was also appropriated
Spaceghostpurrp’s Raider Klan, who then laid the foundation for XXXTentacion and the darker edges of

the Soundcloud rap wave.
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Three 6 Mafia then channelled their energy into a more club-appropriate crunk sound. Between the late
’90s-mid *00s, Lil Jon commercially and controversially co-opted crunk for Atlanta, considerably aiding in
the battle to focus attention on the South. But that sound was rooted in the work done previously, and
then concurrently, by Three 6. The Atlanta crunk wave led to the trap phenomenon, and so Three

6 Mafia’s influence was rightly acknowledged throughout the 2010s.

Nowadays, Memphis’ presence in hip-hop requires no justification. Yo Gotti, BlocBoy JB and Young
Dolph became certified hitmakers in the 2010s, reclaiming trap as a product of their predecessors” hard
work. In recent years, these rap stars have often used their high profiles to elevate other artists from their
city, including Blac Youngsta and Moneybagg Yo. As a result, Tennessee is teeming with talent at a time

when all eyes are on the state’s rap capital.

Here are some of the contemporary standouts representing the new wave of Memphis artists:




