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The Best Music of 2019: In an Age of Short Attention Spans, the Album Is Alive
and Well

While streaming continues to chip away at longform listening, releases by Big Thief, Brittany Howard, Lana Del Rey and others reveal the vibrancy of
an extended musical format.
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The album may no longer be the standard platform to measure musical worth—streaming
has been chipping away at its primacy for over a decade—but it still has alot of life left in
it. Many of the most creative artists continue to do their best work in an extended format,
where they can show their range and command attention for longer periods. These dozen
records, some short and sweet and some epic, were among the year’s finest and make a
convincing argument for the health of the form.
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While Tyler, the Creator made his most
accessible album yet this year, the R&B-
inflected “Igor,” rapper Earl Sweatshirt, his
compatriot in the 0dd Future collective, moved
in the opposite direction. The EP-length “Feet
of Clay” (Tan Cressida/Warner) is dense, knotty
and dark, a showcase for surreal wordplay and
druggy sonics built from roughly chopped
samples. The continuous tumble of fractured
imagery mimics the sensation of absorbing too
much information at once.




