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Australian born, RINI (Justerini Sandoval) brings his own unique
flavor of R&B from the land down under. Newly signed to Warner
Bros., the artist is on a quest to put the love back in love songs.

Let's start with your latest track. What
inspired “Bedtime Story"?

“Bedtime Story” s basically a‘making
love' song. | was inspired by a time when
I'was in a relationship with this girl and
we had gotten to the point where we
knew each well enough to take it to the
nextlevel. Its about the excitement you
feel before the first-time things become
physical.

Alot of today’s R&B Is far from
being romantic. Share with us your
approach.

Ieel that you're right. These days, there
is a lot of romance going on in R&B. It's
usually about just having sex. | feel like
the way R&B was, the conversations
they would have back in the day, you
had to shoot your best shot with hopes
of making her fall in love with you... You
have to get to know the person. You have
1o take it slow. | feel like that's missing
nowadays.

As someone who has studied R&B

and is heavily influenced by many

of the greats, past, and present, who
‘would you say has inspired you the
most?

I'have alot of people who inspired me
but | would have say Frank Ocean has
been the biggest inspiration in terms of
writing and my approach to music. | have
also listened to a lot of Michael Jackson
and Justin Timberlake. They have a
groove. That's what | like about them.

Those are guys who have put a lot

of heart into the making of their
music. Not only are you a singer and
songwriter, you also compose music.
What are some of the instruments that
you play?

| started with the guitar. That is my

main instrument but | can also play
keyboards, bass, and a it bit o drums,
but | produce with a machine that has
beat pads and all these samples. That's
basically it

Do you feel that being a musician

URBAN |53




image4.png
“KEEP THE GOOD

ONES BESIDE

BECAUSE THEY ARE GOING TO BE
THE ONES TO HELP ACCOMPLISH
YOUR GOALS AND MAKE YOUR
DREAMS COME TRUE..”

gives you an advantage in bringing
your audience something fresh and
new?

Yes, definitely. | feel like my fans always
Iove when they see me playing the guitar
in my videos or when I'm performing live.
I'don't think that | have shown them a lot
of my production. | feel that's something
that | would like to share a bit more. |
have actually been recording footage of
me making this next album so they will
definitely be seeing a lot more.

If there was one thing you'd like our
readers to know about you from this
Interview, what would it be?

‘That's a good question. | would say that
being an artist, in general, is a lot to
take in. A lot of people think it might be
easy. | just jam and make music. You
have to live and breathe this. You must
have a lot of passion for this if you want
to be successful. You need the will to
keep going and not quit before you start
seeing any results in the music industry.
You just have to keep going man while
being true to yourselt. I feel like that's
‘what | have been doing so far.

How have you been able to stay
motivated since launching your career
especially through those times when
it wasn't easy?

Iknow that | have really good people
around me. | have surrounded myself
with good friends and family members
that support me. | feel like that's the
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number one thing people need to be
successful. Keep the good ones beside
because they are going to be the ones
10 help accomplish your goals and make
your dreams come true.

Tell us about the Austrailian music
scene and how you discovered your
love for R&B.

The Australian music scene is very
different compared to the scene in the
States. We don't really have a lot of R&B
artists out there in Australia. There is a
lot of indie or alternative artists and rock
bands. Other popular genres are punk,
pop, and country. | feel that being able to
create R&B music and have people enjoy
listening to you is a privilege. Its kind

of hard to make it as an R&B artist in
Australia. There aren't a lot of platforms
where R&B artists can build their brands
or reach the masses. It doesn't matter
though. You have to keep making your
music the way you want it o be and
eventually, people will show up and
support you.

What has been the biggest adjustment
for you now that have you're signed to
a major label?

There are a lot of working pieces so
everything | do has to be coordinated
with the team so it effective and
efficient as opposed to me doing things.
on my own. I help them help me so we all
can win
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