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tisjarringtolearn that NLE Choppa
‘wasborn on Nov.1,2002, more thana year
afterthe gjn attacks and about 10 days before
Jay-2's seventhalbum, The Blucprint2: The Gift
&The Curse, it stores. Choppa’s younger than
the Elizabeth Smart kidnapping, Lil Jon crunk
musicexplosion and Beltway sniper story. He
can'tvote, buy cigarettes or goasa patronto
‘many of the venues he packs in ways that tor-
‘ment fire marshals. Evenas Spotify chartsand
‘major-labelrelease dockets skew younger and.
‘younger,the 16-year-old shooting staris
‘unique among 215t century rappers for how.
‘new, raw and kinetichis early work has been,
like acoiled snake that learned how tosmileas
it points riflesat the camera.

‘Onahotafternoonin early August, Chop-
pa—born Bryson Pottsand raised in East
islounging onacouch nthe new
‘Warner Records offices, whichare on the east
side of Los Angeles. The floor is empty, except
fora publicist playing pool. There are images
ofother Warnerartists plastered on wallsand
glass doors. None depict Choppa, thoughyou
could imagine those are coming Thisisless
thanamonthafter NLE Choppaand Warner
announced an agreement to not only release
his solo music, but alsogive himhis own im-
print, NoLove Entertainment (represented by
the firsthalf of his monilker). “Beingableto
invest inmyselfand my company, I can make
‘more money,” Choppasays,leaningback
againstaplush couch. It’s why started music,
tohave myown stuffhappening—something
that I can sayis mine, something that I have
ownership of.”

‘The business acumen might be impressive,

especially for someone soyoung, but s notas
captivatingas the music. Choppais likeaper-
petual motion machine,rattling offhard, per-
cussive flows with enough personalicy that
they never feellike technical exercises. His
breakout single, “Shotta Flow,” s his whole
thesis distilled nto three minutes, goofyand
menacingin equal measure. He'sanacrobatic
rapper with enough camera presence tocon-
vincinglywave heavyartilleryand stage a
faux-breaking news skitin the middle of the.
song's video. In conversation, certain
‘words—*jewelry,” “views,” “February™—t
traya deep drawl,but on record, he bends
voice around phrases in unexpected ways;
listento “BloceIs Hot,” on which he pronounc-
es,“We connected with the Mafia/We cookit
like tilapia.” Perhaps the most refreshing thing
about Choppa's musicis thathe’s chosenastyle
that leaves no place to hide. His songs liveand
die on the momentum and creativity ofthe.
versesthemselves.

Atthe top of 2018, Choppa had been releas-
ing some formative recordings under the name
'YNR Choppa. Butwith the name change came
acreative leap. Withinamonth ofts January
2019 release, the videofor “Shotta Flow”
crossedthe 10 million YouTube viewthresh-
old, leadingtoa remixwith Blueface andan
industrybidding war. One ofthe irst famous
artists tomake contact with Choppa when he
‘began toblow up was Memphis legend Yo Got-
. Gotti has beenat the center of the move-
‘ment that has seen the city's scene become
‘more central to hip-hop this decade and Chop-
parepresentsits new, cuttingedge. As does
BlocBoyJB, a fellow next-generation Memphis
‘talent whohopped on “ChopBloc” with Chop-
‘pacarlier thisyear. Even his mother, Angela
(whoisalsoservingas Choppa’s manager) i
fascinated by the way he’srepresenting their
hometown. “Watching him grow froma small
artist out of Memphis intoa revolutionary
artist across the United States and beyond is
breathtaking,” she affirms.

‘One major figure who reached out to Chop-
‘pacarlyon was Birdman. The Cash Money
Records founder impressed Choppa by notonly
citinghis most notable work, but by doinga
deep dive online tofind scraps that the young
rapper thought had slipped through the digital
cracks.“He hadavideo of me freestyling tomy.
‘mom for Mother's Day,” Choppa recounts of
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his first meeting with Baby. “From way before
blewup... blewup the nextyear fafter the vid-
eowasfilmed], in January. He showed me the
Videothat wasstilln his phone fromall the
‘wayback then.” In March, Birdmanincluded
Choppaon the climactic song of his excellent
collaboration album with Juvenile, Just Another
Gangsta, Choppa speaks reverently about the
experience, and about Birdman and Juve, but
he eventually cracksintoabroad smile: “Twish
‘Wayne was on that muthafucks, t00.”

Tosay Wayne was Choppe's favorite rapper
‘asakid would bea gross understatement. He.
was “pretty much the only rapper Ilstenedto
‘whenwas young,” Choppaprofesses. He
sought out new songs on YouTube, studied the
‘vocal patterns, absorbed the charisma. Whille
Choppa doesn't soundlike adirect descendent
of Wayne, you can see hints of theiinfluence in
his cacklingone-linersand the sheer oy he
takes in some of his punchlines. There’s one.
major difference between Wayne's peak period
‘and Choppa's career thus far: pace of output.
Despite rapidly rising numbers on every distri-
bution platform, he's sofar declined torelease
afull tape. Choppasays the full-length project
iscoming, but it has to be perfect. “I wanna
dropatape, but I've got somanygood songs
that 1 wantall of them on one fucking tape,”he
shares. I want that one hard.-hitter that every-
bodyjust remember forever.”

Fornow, Choppa remains in Mermphis,
though he saysamove to Atlanta could be on
the horizon. His parentsare a supportsystem:
‘They've traveled with him to Los Angelesand.
seemtobe involved in every aspectofhis ca-
reer (Choppa says that his mother s career
“doing taxes” isa major part of his financial
outlook). At one point, in front of both of his
parents,he rattles offaline fromayet-to-be-
recorded songabout trust falls and making
‘opps fall. Later,he speaks on whether it
strange toplayhis parents musicthat includes
profanity or other risqué content.

“When| first started, Iwould play it for my
popsand play it for mymoms, and they'd say
“Yousoundgood, Ijust wishyoudidn't haveall
that cussing,” he remembers. “Idbelike,
“Man, Lain't trying to be no damn Kidz Bop
rapper, nodamn Oprah rapper. Idon't wanna
‘beon Oprah TV show. Iwanna beasgutteras
possible.”

‘Things have juststarced &
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